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A Letter from our
Executive Director

Dear Friend,

The team at ReadWorks is deeply grateful to our nation’s teachers and
we are honored to be a part of their work in the classroom and beyond.
After yet another challenging school year for educators, families, and
students, we stand committed to providing the solution to reading
comprehension.

Since ReadWorks launched in 2010, we have reached nearly 5 million
educators and over 30 million students nationwide. With more than
5,500 high-quality passages and a suite of digital supports for all
learners available for FREE—we are doing our part to move the needle
on reading comprehension.

I am excited to highlight a few of our projects over the last year and to
announce what we have in store for the future. All of this is made possible
by our incredible community of teachers, generous supporters, and
our partners in the fields of research and education.

Reading should be a joyful and rewarding experience for every student.
I’'m confident that we’re getting closer to this reality each day thanks
to the tireless work of teachers, school administrators, and families
throughout the country. With you on our team, ReadWorks will continue
to be an integral part of this work.

Most of all, | want to thank you for helping ReadWorks to make an impact
on students and teachers across America so that millions more children
will have a better chance for school and life success.

Gratefully,

Terry G. Bowman
Executive Director




About ReadWorks

ReadWorks is helping to solve America’s reading
comprehension crisis — a key component of literacy —
by helping to close the opportunity gap.

Driven by the science of reading, ReadWorks
creates world-class content, teacher
guidance, and integrated tools that improve
teacher effectiveness, resulting in improved
student achievement.

3 Pillars of Reading Comprehension

ReadWorks, as a supplemental resource, supports the development of successful, joyful reading
comprehension in three key ways:

Building background Growing Strengthening
knowledge vocabularies strategic reading
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https://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide#pillars

Looking Ahead

After ten years of building a world-class technology
platform and a robust user community, ReadWorks is
beginning a new phase by pivoting towards two primary
focuses:

Deepening Supporting
Our Impact Educational Equity
By actively promoting teacher By partnering with communities
practices that help students to understand how we can best
achieve improved outcomes support their needs

Our technological development

ReadWorks has an amazing amount of well-
researched and curated content and curricular
supports available for our users. We use our
technology platform to make all of this readily
accessible to all our users. We’re excited to start
down the path of providing more personalized and
tailored contenttoteachers and studentsthatmore
closely matches their needs and preferences.

— Cameron Swaim, Chief Technology Officer



Kathy Bloomfield
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This fall, longtime ReadWorks

leader Kathy Bloomfield will be

retiring after 10+ years of working to support
educators and students across the nation.

Currently serving as our Chief Operating Officer, Kathy
has worn many hats at our organization, including Interim
Executive Director,and was a key part of the organization’s
launch.

To celebrate Kathy’s incredible
accomplishments at ReadWorks and to thank
her for her leadership, ReadWorks has created

the Kabloomy Fund dedicated to supporting
the creation of decodable texts, teacher
guidance, and supports for early learners
launching this fall.

As a former second-grade teacher, this new
ReadWorks project holds a special place in
Kathy’s heart and to our entire team.

To support the Kabloomy Fund, please visit
https://about.readworks.org/kabloomy.htmil


http://about.readworks.org/kabloomy.html
http://about.readworks.org/kabloomy.html

2021 National Teacher
Survey Highlights

ReadWorks takes pride in maintaining an active
relationship with nearly 100,000 of our educators.

93% o

Special Education
teachers

90/0 of all

respondents

Used ReadWorks at least
1x a week

Id

: 84%
- 2 N 3 of respondents

- respondents used found texts
ReadWorks to that were
' y differentiate representative

for their students of their students
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To continue fulfilling our educators’ evolving needs, we
will be adding more Book Studies and Decodable Texts,
and introducing interactive how-tos for training.


http://about.readworks.org/blog/2021-national-teacher-survey-results
http://about.readworks.org/book-studies.html
http://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide/whole-phonics.html
https://www.readworks.org/my-tools#!toolsTab:basecamp/

A Year in Research -

Research is at the core of ReadWorks.

Everything we develop is based on the highest quality research, focusing
on the science of reading.

“The Impact of Differentiated Assignments on “Readability for All: The Influence of
Student Learning” Individualized Font Formats on Reading
Performance Across the Lifespan”

+  Students benefit from regularly doing + There is no best (or worst) format for all
ReadWorks question sets readers

« Differentiation is positively associated » Personalized formats significantly improve
with various student involvement and reading comprehension for both word and
performance measures passage-level reading

+ The impact of differentiation is larger for readq bIIity
more low-income students

matters

NYU |STERN

I love using ReadWorks in my classroom! | am able to easily provide
differentiated practice for my students. | can assign them articles at their
individual levels and even make selections based on topic.

-Kara, 4th Grade Teacher, MN

“Unlocking Acceleration: How Below Grade- “Article-A-Day for Multiple Grades at an

Level Work Is Holding Students Back in Elementary School in Trinidad and Tobago”

Literacy” Internal Case Study

+  Students are spending even more time *  Whole-school implementation of Article-A-
on below grade-level work than they were Day

before the pandemic
+  Observed growth in background knowledge

+ Students in schools serving more students and vocabulary
experiencing poverty were assigned the
most below grade-level work + Engagement around learning in students and

broader community
* In schools serving more students in poverty,

®
students got less access to grade-level work R dW l
even when they’d already shown they can ea Or <S

master it
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https://readabilitymatters.org/articles/sneak-peek-20-percent-increase-in-student-comprehension
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UlqM6mv45LzabgdJG7OHDgq6lbTShRkn/view
https://about.readworks.org/blog/article-a-day-for-multiple-grades-at-an-elementary-school-in-trinidad-and-tobago
https://tntp.org/publications/view/teacher-training-and-classroom-practice/unlocking-acceleration

' Research Centered

at Every Level

United through the science of reading

®»\ Gina Cervetti, PhD

-\ ReadWorks Board of Directors

Dr. Cervetti is an associate professor in the School of
Education at the University of Michigan. Her research focuses
on the interface of literacy and content-area learning. She is
particularly interested in how curriculum materials can best
support teachers’ practice and teacher learning.

ReadWorks Board of Directors

Dr. Williams is a professor emerita of psychology and education
at Columbia University and is internationally renowned for

her research on linguistic, cognitive, and perceptual bases

of reading development. She was a member of the National
Reading Panel and RAND Reading Study Group.

A thank you message
from our Chief Academic Officer

ReadWorks continuously studies the impact of our resources
on teacher practice and student learning.

We are grateful to our top-tier research partners who have

helped us understand how our resources positively impact
student learning across all socioeconomic groups.

—Susanne Nobles, PhD



ReadWorks + WordSmyth

Wordsmyth, one of our earliest partners, continues to
help us make an impact on students’ vocabulary growth.

Our new vocabulary activities are playful and powerful,
fueling deep word understanding.

Activity @: Word Builder!

Read

Works

[(l)) Word Smyth] [(l)) ]

Activity @ : Word Matcher!

Chinese

images

vocabulary vocabulary
langauges resources

D) D)

Vocabulary Activities

Activity € : Word Changer!

expand ) definition C]) impact <)

WordSmyth provides student-friendly definitions.
We plan to expand our resources to the Student Library.
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https://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide/interactive-vocabulary-activities.html
https://www.wordsmyth.net/
https://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide/interactive-vocabulary-activities.html
https://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide/interactive-vocabulary-activities.html
https://www.readworks.org/teacher-guide/interactive-vocabulary-activities.html
https://www.wordsmyth.net/

Author Spotlight:
Carolyn Edgar

ReadWorks’ growing library of more than 5,500 high-quality and diverse texts is made possible by
our incredible team of authors.

We would like to recognize authors like Carolyn Edgar for driving our mission to deliver high-
quality and diverse content to over 17 million students.

Creating pieces for young
readers that feature
characters from diverse
backgrounds and cultures,
with terrific support from
ReadWorks’ editorial team,
has been an enriching and
rewarding experience.

Carolyn Edgar

Readworks Author

This Fabric Means History

+ Corporate lawyer with a passion for
writing

This passage details the

folklore, history, culture, and
uses of colorful West African
* Masters of Fine Arts in Creative kente cloth.

Writing from City College of New York

+ Published in Salon, Huffington Post,
CNN.com, and Creative Nonfiction
Magazine True Story, and in the
essay collection The Burden: African
Americans and the Enduring Impact
of Slavery

Black Girls Do Swim

A young Black girl finds

the inspiration to follow her
swimming aspirations when
a successful Black coach
puts them in reach.



https://www.readworks.org/article/This-Fabric-Means-History/e299480f-3cd8-46f9-9587-d1b717f3713b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/This-Fabric-Means-History/e299480f-3cd8-46f9-9587-d1b717f3713b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Black-Girls-Do-Swim/b306ab5e-bb9b-4b59-b7b1-b2089a7f9696#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Black-Girls-Do-Swim/b306ab5e-bb9b-4b59-b7b1-b2089a7f9696#!articleTab:content/
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Fiction Passages

Stories from our growing library that explore
education, empathy, and imagination

A Pick-Up Game Hiccup [ Grade 5 |
by Hadjii Hand

Social Studies & Science themes

“Our fifth-grade teacher, Ms. Jameson, had explained that a lever
works kind of like a seesaw.”

What to Say
by Brinda Gupta

Social & Emotional Learning theme

“People didn’t really know what to say to me, but that was okay. |
just needed to know that they cared.”

The Weird Ones (Series)
by Rick Coleman

Cliffhanger adventure story

“The book moved, all on its own. It didn’t just move, it flew off
Crystal’s desk, straight up into the air.”



https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Pick-Up-Game-Hiccup/7a4ad136-0a08-4c31-bc7d-e2403e42bcdc#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-to-Say/c71f95a6-cb2c-40fb-9beb-7877d623bcd0#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Crystals-Powers-The-Weird-Ones-1/ac19dfcd-daef-4525-8e4c-b66988f79e5a#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Crystals-Powers-The-Weird-Ones-1/ac19dfcd-daef-4525-8e4c-b66988f79e5a#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/What-to-Say/c71f95a6-cb2c-40fb-9beb-7877d623bcd0#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/A-Pick-Up-Game-Hiccup/7a4ad136-0a08-4c31-bc7d-e2403e42bcdc#!articleTab:content/

Fiction Funder Spotlight:
Cleveland H. Dodge

Thanks to the Cleveland H.

Dodge Foundation’s generous

grant, we are actively
expanding and diversifying
our fiction library. ReadWorks
IS excited to provide even
more texts that are high
quality, culturally diverse, and
relevant to the real world.

We are grateful for the
Cleveland H. Dodge
Foundation’s support and
look forward to growing our
fiction library even more next
year.

402,773

unique assignments made with new
fiction passages

93,069

students read fiction passages
independently in the Student Library

CLEVELAND H. DODGE

FOUNDATION

13


https://www.chdodgefoundation.org/
https://www.chdodgefoundation.org/
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NEW Additions to

Our Growing Team!

\

I’'m creating and
implementing a multi-year
research plan to assess
the impact of ReadWorks’
products on educators’
teaching practices

and students’ reading

comprehension outcomes.

\

( .
I’m focusing largely on

books.
koos

writing question sets to
complement texts. | am
also working on Book
Studies by developing
article sets for teachers to
pair with commonly-taught

o
r 3\

Anh Hua

Quantitative Researcher

Education

+ Ph.D. in Cognitive
Psychology
(specialization
in reading
comprehension),
University of Denver

Passions

* Anh has along-
standing passion
to conduct rigorous
research to improve
children’s learning
outcomes.

\

Nathalie Karimian

Curricular Supports Specialist

Education

* Ed.D. in Educational
Leadership
(concentration
in Educational
Psychology), University
of Southern California

Passions

* Nathalie is passionate
about impacting the
classroom through
research-based
approaches.

(. . :
I’m focusing on developing

and maintaining
ReadWorks’ data

infrastructure, as well

as ensuring data quality
and flow throughout data
warehouse and reporting

Jack Walton

Senior Data Engineer

Education

+ B.S.in Computer
Science, Syracuse
University

Passions

+ Jack is excited to use
his skills from his Big
Data background to
build Readworks’ next
generation.




Meet our 2022 1
Summer Interns N\

& y

Samuel Siegel Isabelle Torch Paola Yuli
Marketing & Development Marketing & Development Content
Samuel Siegel is a Isabelle Torch is a Paola Yuli is a Ph.D.
sophomore at Fordham sophomore at Cornell student at Howard
University majoring in University majoring in University studying
Global Business with a Economics and double English, with research
concentration in Marketing minoring in Spanish and focusing on slave
and Consumer Insights. Information Science. narratives.

What our interns learned from ReadWorks:

) ) )

A supportive and
collaborative
workplace encourages
staff to create high
quality content and
has a hugely positive
effect on schools and
children across the US.

\_ \_ \_

A mission to

improve reading
comprehension, a
dedicated staff, and
high-quality content
development positively
impact K-12 learning.

Thoughtful teamwork
behind the scenes
creates the most
meaningful impact for
our communities!

-Samuel Siegel —Isabelle Torch —Paola Yuli
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Qur Team

I
|
lﬁ’. >
Terry Bowman Kathy Bloomfield Susanne Nobles, Ph.D. Cameron Swaim
Executive Director Chief Operating Officer Chief Academic Officer Chief Technology Officer

A

Manjula Raman Wendy Xiao Anh Hua, Ph.D. Serena Bradshaw Nathalie Karimian,
Senior Director of Director of Quantitative Research Ed.D.
Content & Curriculum Teacher Practice Researcher Specialist Curricular Supports
Specialist

s, A

4
Annie Kiyonaga Caitlyn Meagher Justin Moy Paola Yuli
Content Customer Service Content Content Intern
Specialist Specialist Specialist

Jeffrey Fleishhacker Jack Walton Abdul Hamid Keith Mukai
Senior Director of Senior Data Ul Engineer Content Management
Product Development Engineer System Engineer

,
\
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Melissa Calder Becca Vaughn Maha Kemal Margo Doolittle Samuel Siegel
Director of Marketing & Director of Finance & Operations Development Marketing &

Engagement Development Executive Associate Specialist Development Intern




Our Team

Daria Wallach, Chair
Lord, Abbett & Co. (Ret.)

Gina N. Cervetti
University of Michigan

Karim Moolani (Kam)
Silver Point Capital

Howard Schiller
Monroe Investment Partners LLC

Board of Directors

Jamie Beard
The Claremont Group LLC

Cathy James
Enterprise Asset Management

Wilson S. Neely
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

*Emeritus

Educator Advisory Group

Linda Barta
Social Studies Teacher
Scotchtown Hills
Elementary School, MD

Rachel Hitchcock
Science Teacher
Amesti Elementary

School, CA

Cecile Palumbo
Elementary Teacher
P.S. 31 William T. Davis, NY

Lana Cromwell
ESL Specialist
Malcolm X College, IL

Edie Lewis
Literacy Specialist
Merion Elementary, PA

Gary Stone

High School Teacher
Tuscon High Magnet
School, AZ

Janine Edington
English Teacher

Durban High School,
South Africa

Tamora McConnell, Ed.D.
Curriculum Lead - Elem ELA
Jackson Public School
District, MS

Katee Sullivan

English Teacher
Buffalo Junior High
School, TX

Edyth Young, Ed.D.
Literacy Intervention Coordinator
Hubert H. Humphrey Middle
School, IL

Drummond C. Bell, llI*
DCB Il Associates LLC

Christopher Linen
Christopher Linen & Company

Willard Overlock, Jr.
Goldman, Sachs & Co.

Dr. Joanna Williams
Teachers College, Columbia University

CathyLynne Fong
Elementary Teacher

King Liholiho Elementary
School, HI

Melanie Muroff
Gifted Teacher

Pine Lakes Elementary
School, FL

Marva Woodly-Ross, Ed.D.

Special Education Teacher

Oakland Elementary
School, GA




Qur Team

Steve Brody
Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP (ret.)

Todd Cress
InvestTech Systems
Consulting

Esther Klein Friedman
Literacy Teaching &
Learning Specialist

Chi Kim
Pure Edge, Inc.

Philip Nanney
Discovery Education

Nancy Scharff
Read by 4th Campaign,
Philadelphia

Advisory Councill

Mandy Cassamasima
PBR Executive
Search

Dawn Decosta
Thurgood Marshall

Academy Lower School

Serene Gallegos
Tata Consultancy
Services

Kadiatu M. Lublin
Cape Cod Institute

Sean O'Connor
Blocknative.com

Leanne Shimabukuro
Clarity Consulting &
Communications LLC

Mike Tholfsen
Microsoft Education

Scott Chadwick
Maryville University

Saki Dodelson
Beable

Neal Goff
Egremont Associates

Christy Lundy
Independent Literacy
Consultant

Veronica Pichardo
NYCDOE

Sharon Simpson
SJS Projects

Cameron White
NewSchools Venture Fund

Jill Cress
PayPal

Nancy Eberhardt
3T Literacy Group

Angela Hawken
NYU / NYU Marron Institute

Mike Mallin
Yotpo

Kim Rector
Iredell-Statesville Schools,
NC

Seija Surr
Ellevation Education




Qur Team

Cameron Amstater
Co-Chair
Reel Works

Ashley Carney
Uline, Supply Chain

Laura Dopp
One Thousand Birds

Vanessa Liu
Boston Consulting,
MBA Candidate, Kellogg

Tom Segal
Seavest Investment
Group

Young Professionals Council

Tami Theodore
Co-Chair
Facebook

Wendy Castillo
National Urban League,

Princeton University

Sydney Joseph
Fundraising &
Development

Amanda Osborne
Government
Consultant

Yasmin Sinclair
American Express,
Legal / Compliance

Decia O. Archibald
2nd Grade Teacher

Alexis Clark
Education / Teacher

Sarah Joyce
Birch Walter Lenox School

Ann Redpath
Spotify

Ashley Thurmond-Abraham

Kellogg School of
Management

Emmie Burns
Facebook

Nick Delis
Civics Unplugged

Maddie Kennedy
Chainanalysis

Isabelle Rome
Barnard College
Undergraduate




Supporters

Organizations

Generous support from our funding partners keeps ReadWorks free for the nearly
1 million educators and over 11.5 million students using ReadWorks each year.

ROBINYHOOD

John C. Griswold
Family Foundation

PN
TRAVELERS

GEICO

CARES

See our financials at:

The Robert & Ardis
James Foundation

Smith Richardson

FOUNDATION

Hyde & Watson
Foundation

Nora Rop,
e Q
T poundatioy Tty

il

nr

about.readworks.org/our-financials

pitney bowes (@J

Cleveland H.
Dodge Foundation

Brooke Astor Fund
for New York City
Education

N

Ambherst
ERS

The Tidwell Idaho
Foundation, Inc.

AL Mailman Family
Foundation

£2% The William R. Kenan, Jr.

1 = Charitable Trust

Tsunami Foundation
Anson and Debra
Beard, Jr. and Family

The Chisholm
Foundation



Supporters

James Beard

Russell L. Carson

Cameron Amstater
Jean Beard
Christopher Combe

Stuyvie Comfort

Robert Atkinson
David Barker
Joan Binstock
Harry Burn Il

Vaniah Cunningham
Robert A. Dawson
Barbara Friedman

Anne Garonzik

Individuals

$100,000+

Robert Dow

Christopher Linen

Cathy James Paglia

Howard Schiller

$10,000+

Joseph H. Gleberman
Gates Hawn
Happy Hawn

Kam Moolani

Jan Greenberg
Walter Hussman
Neeraja Kaliyamoorthy
Sam Koeppel
Jon S. Linen
Kenneth C. Lippmann
Mary Lou Monaghan
Patricia Murphy

Jeffrey Moskin
Wilson S. Neely
Robert J. Noelke

Willard J. Overlock Jr.

$500+

Philip Nanney
Virginia Nelson
Larry Petty
Andrew J Quint
Sharon & David Salerno

Laura Schlafly

Richard M. Schwab M.D.

Keech Shetty

Ed Wachenheim
Daria L. Wallach

Tamika Theodore

John Townsend

Christie Shoemacher
Daniel Tyson
Emily Wallach
Peter Wallach
Tammara Watts
Joanna Williams

Herbert S. Winokur

In addition, thank you to the 10,400 donors who gave between $5 and $500 - many of whom are
ReadWorks teachers - who supported our mission of solving America’s reading comprehension crisis and
student achievement gap this year alone.

Thank you to our generous Board of Directors who each help sustain ReadWorks' mission.




